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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Listed on the accompanying Form PTO-1449 are documents that may be 
considered material to the examination of this application and are submitted in 
compliance with the duty of disclosure requirements of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1,97, and 
1 .98. Copies of the foreign documents are provided. 

Where the publication date of a listed document does not provide a month of 
publication, the year of publication of the listed document is sufficiently earlier than 
the effective U.S. filing date and any foreign priority date so that the month of 
publication is not in issue. 

The applicants reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed 
invention over any of the information provided by this statement, to prove that the 
enclosed information is not prior art, and/or to prove that this information is not 
enabling for the teachings purportedly offered. 
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This statement should not be construed as a representation that an exhaustive 
search has been made or that there does not exist information more material to the 
examination of the present patent application. The Examiner is specifically requested 
not to rely solely on the material submitted with this statement. 

The applicants request that the examiner initial and return a copy of the 
enclosed Form PTO-1449 and indicate in the official file history of this patent 
application that the documents have been considered. 

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is authorized to charge any fee 
deficiency, or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 07-0888. 
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AA1 


3,689,300 


Sep. 5, 1972 


Bunger et at. 


106 


287 


Jan. 26, 1971 




ABl 


4,061,503 


Dec. 6, 1977 


Berger et al. 


106 


300 


Sep- 29, 1976 






4,151,154 


Apr. 24, 1979 


Berger 


260 


40 


Sep. 29, 1976 






4,740,538 


Apr. 26, 1988 


Sekutowski 


523 


205 


July 3, 1986 






4,810,305 


Mar. 7, 1989 


Braun et ai. 


106 


499 


Aug. 4. 1987 






5,411,761 


May 2, 1995 


Inokuchi et al. 


427 


220 


Feb. 17, 1993 






5,552,458 


Sep. 3. 1996 


Hall et al. 


523 


403 


May 11, 1995 






5,607,994 


Mar- 4, 1997 


Too ley et al. 


524 


265 


Feb. 28, 1994 






5,631,310 


May 20, 1997 


Tooley et al. 


523 


212 


June 7, 1995 






5,853,809 


Dec. 29, 1998 


Campbell et al. 


427 


407.1 


Sep. 30, 1996 






6,096,829 


Aug. 1, 2000 


Chi no et al. 


529 


99 


Aug. 20, 1999 
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citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 



